Antibody response following implantation of xenogenic lenticules.
Rabbits underwent implantation of either lyophilized or fresh porcine lenticules into the central or peripheral cornea. All animals were followed for up to four months by slit-lamp examination and macrophotography to determine implant rejection. Serum antibody levels to soluble porcine cornea extract were determined by an enzyme-linked immunosorbant assay. Only those animals receiving lenticules into the peripheral cornea experienced a rejection and developed an antibody response to the porcine cornea extract. The production of antibody preceded the appearance of vascularization of the implanted lenticules. Thus, the site of lenticule implantation, not the type of tissue preparation, determined the outcome of the graft.